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An Impact Study of the CEFR on Chinese
College English Education
Abstract: The CEFR has had a major impact at
the level of language education policy in many
countries within and beyond Europe since its
inception. This study, by adopting a qualitative
approach, interviewed four scholars involved
in developing the Chinese English Curriculum
Requirements in order to measure the impact of
the CEFR on Chinese College English education.
Analyses of the interviews have revealed that the
CEFR has impacts on Chinese College English
education in terms of conceptualization and the
wording of the College English Requirements.
However, the ideas transferred from the CEFR
have not been fully translated into classroom
practice due to the restrictions of Chinese
educational tradition and sociolinguistic setting.
It is concluded that the educational tradition,
sociolinguistic setting as well as practitioners
constitute the three filters in the process of
language education policy impacts in the

international context.
Key Words: the CEFR; College English education;
educational tradition; sociolinguistic setting
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