Chapter 23:The Community Center

ACTI

Morning, Grandpa. 5% 3545,

Is something the matter, Grandpa? EE T 4555

The editorial in this paper has my friend Nat Baker real upset. iX5KkH4% [ 14183 LA K
Nat Baker AN 52%,

Ah! I'll read it to you. MW FRRIZL/RITIT

"The old library building on Chestnut Street, “Chestnut 47 H & 1375

which has been vacant for over a year now, [ ol =2

was supposed to be made into a community center 1Rl FK AL X AZIH H 0

to serve the senior citizens 4 Riverdale [

as well as the younger people of Riverdale. FlE# Al 5%

Due to lack of funds HiAHk= 2%

for the repainting of the interior of the building F i T H#; kil Py 358

and for the furniture needed, FIIZTHR A

the plans for the community center X IHif& Ak X H.0 (11K

have been postponed indefinitely." #%if1 JG 2 3 22347 !

He's coming over to talk about it. 5 & 2R PIX A 7] i

Is it that serious a problem, Grandpa? XA™n) A A4 BEE N 2555

Itis. 21,

Nat's not as lucky as I am, Robbie. Nat NMZ I IXFE5EIZ Robbie

He doesn't have any family with him. A Z AU AE—L

He lives alone fth—A~ N ZE3E

and depends on places like a community center = ZE&E4E X HLL X FE 3 g

to be with people--people his own age. F15] A3

But there's the old community center on Elm Street. {H/27E Elm #7H — AN HA 4L X Hoey

It's small, & /NN

and the problem is that it's set up primarily for kids to play. Ifij 4] @2 & F 2 ik % 712 Do
Ping-Pong tables, soda machines, and lots of music. f=FeER 5 KIRSEHL FAG 13 5K o

It's too noisy for some older people like Nat. ‘& X} iM% Nat IXFE )2 A K KW T

I never realized that. M KE A R IREIX 5o

It's hard for some older people to take all that noise. — 4828 N\ Beik A2 L %

That's why the new community center is a good idea. X5l & AT B BT 4L X HHCy & AN i
Part of the building for older people, ZEZAHY) ) —3 502 EHFE N

part of the building for younger people. % —#B4r 455 A

I see what you mean. &M (IR I =D

That must be Nat. — & /& Nat.

It could be Alexandra. FJfig & Alexandra

She's coming over this morning to help me with my math. A% 5 R E ok Sk 7 FeAh > £~ .
Hi, Robbie. M Robbie.

Hi, Alexandra. Come on in. M Alexandra . 15f,



Do you want something cold to drink? AEE s A R UK T 1 A< 15 1)

I'd love some cola, please. 1525 5.

Cola coming up. 7] )Rk bt kok

I really appreciate you coming over to help me with my math. F& EL 4R B ST /R i ke 35 Fe kb 2
My final exam is next Tuesday. IZ¢%AE T —.

You're so good in all your other subjects. R 1 IR AFELS o

I just can't understand F i A1

why you have so many problems with math. {1 B VRAEZ 2% 5 THIAA A 22 1n) @

Hi, Alexandra. W§ Alexandra.

Hi, Mr. Stewart. W Stewart 5G%F.

I thought that was Nat Baker who rang the front doorbell. F&i4 L4 & Nat Baker 4% K [7]1148
W o

Don't let me interrupt you. il FFTHIARA]

No problem, Grandpa. % H KR F5

We're just having some cola FATH & 560 fin] SR

before getting to the tough stuff--math. 5 X #EZE K22 2 Hi .

He'll do anything to avoid getting down to math lessons, fth =& /& ¥ v AR Rk B £ 2~

Mr. Stewart. Stewart 5¢4=

I was the same way. 952 IXFE

Really, Grandpa? H[F] 4555

Really. I didn't like math. EC[f. FRAEREL .

I wasn't good at it, and I didn't like studying it. FAKE R ILIE HWAZ L2428,

But you had to be good at math. {H/E/RE 2 — BRI

You graduated from engineering school. %42 M .24 B 5L .

I was. But not in high school. iM%}, {H &AL .

For some reason, I couldn't get a handle on it. K 5485 Rl a2 TFA T 75 o

Then, in college, I became good at it. 2818 £ K2 FASAHERGINE:

Then there's hope for Robbie. >k Robbie &1y

I can't wait. FRIEA K Fo

You think I can just skip it now and get to it at college? RARFKILAEMSITE % F2] LT K21
omrhng

You'll never get to college to find out, Robbie, VRHEAGRIEA T K Z: L BRFTIXA 1] B & &
Robbie

if you skip it now. B ATARILAERS I & 1.

That must be Nat. X— /& Nat.

Sit down, Robbie. Let's get to work. A& 2K Robbie ihFRATHF LA MR .

I'd like you to meet my friend Nat Baker. &K [\ /-47 1/ 43 1¥1 1 &K Nat Baker.

This is Alexandra Pappas, and this is my grandson Robbie, 1X/& Alexandra Pappas X/ &) ¥
Robbie

whom I think you've met once or twice before. FARYR LAY Wi Ath— P VK 1]

Nice to meet you, Mr. Baker. 1R &> WLE{R Baker 754

Hi, Mr. Baker. We met before. W Baker JGA= FATTLLHT WLk THI

Where? 7L

In town. At the hardware store. 7E8 .. ETLE)E



I remember now. Right. Hi. FIMAEAGE KT o X T . Wi,

Hello, Alexandra. " Alexandra.

Don't let us keep you from your math tutoring, Robbie. HiLFAMIFTHPLARIIEZ~ 2K Robbie.
I know you want to get to it. FRAIEVRAEE 4G o

Stay ... stay. FifF—<JL...  BH—% L.

I told you. He'll use any excuse to avoid math. P&tk st 2 $R45- Pl 1Rk~
Did you read the story in the paper, Malcolm? #RFE FH 4L 18 & 715 Malcolm
Idid. HF 7T,

It's a serious matter for a lot of us. XJ FATVF 2 AKPE 1] &N 7 5[ 1) @

A serious matter. — ™ HL 1] n] B

It is. Come on out to the patio. [FHfUIL. & FIBETRkIE

We'll talk about it out there. FA 15 4h kK

Thanks. Nice to meet you ... again. Wi, 18 m>%. . WLEK.

What's the problem? f&f1 8% ] il

Come on! You'll hear about it. >R KWt HT

You can read it in the paper.

You can read what people say.
You can find it in the paper.

Most papers in the U.S.A.
Sometimes you can find good news.
Sometimes the news is bad.
Sometimes the news makes you happy.
Sometmes it only makes you mad.
But if you want to be informed,
take my recommendation.

Go to a newsstand

and pick up a paper,

if you want information.

If you want to read the news ...
look in the paper.

If you want an opinion ...

look in the paper.

If you want to buy a house ...

look in the paper.

If you're looking for a job ...

look in the paper.

If you want to buy a car ...

look in the paper.

If you want to see a show ...

look in the paper.

You can read it in the paper.

You can read what people say.
You can find it in the paper.



Most papers in the U.S.A.

If you want to know the score ...
look in the paper.

If you want the weather forecast ...
look in the paper.

If you want to see the comics ...
look in the paper.

If you have money to invest ...
look in the paper.

If you want a recipe ...

look in the paper.

If you need a vacation ...

look in the paper.

You can read it in the paper.
You can read what people say.
You can find it in the paper.
Most papers in the U.S.A.

You can read it in the paper.
You can read what people say.
You can find it in the paper.
Most papers in the U.S.A.

ACTII

There is a way, Malcolm. 5 —4~/p7% Malcolm.

We get our friends to roll their sleeves up and get to work. FATTHBEFAT I A AL A4l R A
It's certainly a good idea. IX R &MU 3 7=

If I could take a look at the place, UIFAEH FH M7 H)E

I could probably tell what it requires to fix it up. KLU B R & 75 E LA B,

How much paint, how many hours of work ... Z/bili& Z/b/MH TAERE. ...

That's what I came to ask you to do, Malcolm. X 12 FKIEVRMLH Malcolm.

If you would supervise the refurbishing, B U1/RAE W hlHT

I'll find the people to help do it. FA] LLE A SKHF T .

I'll help too, Mr. Baker. FKALEHFIT: Baker 564

I can get some of my friends to go around the neighborhood 3 1] LAY & (1 I AAT THEIX 41 [X

and collect the furniture we need. SFEFRATHFEMIEKH .

I'll help. FARA .

Tomorrow. Yes. We'll meet tomorrow morning, right here. WK . X FATHH R GRS HAEIX )L
Can we help? FATT] LAF:

I'd really like to. FILIKIA T

Sure. *44R.

We might need you to come through with your friends, Robbie. FA T V75 ZARMNTZ ] Ak
#i17. Robbie.

Not just to go around the neighborhood asking for furniture, AMYAEX X B EEHERK H



but to help with the paint job. 14 341K il

That's backbreaking work and may be too much for us. X 1] & 2 AN 113G AT REFAATA T o
I'll do it. I'll talk to them. FAAL F 2 BABATIR K-

And tomorrow morning we'll all meet here to discuss the plan? f&AN &R F L FRATHR IR 211X
KT el

Tomorrow morning it is. 7€ & K I

Come in, come in. Please, come in. &k Gk, I HEk.

I'd like you to meet my friend Malcolm Stewart. F K A ARA43 1 & Malcolm Stewart.
Malcolm, this is Joanne Thompson. Malcolm IX /& Joanne Thompson

Hello, Joanne. Nice to meet you. 4 Joanne : 2% WLE|

My pleasure, Malcolm. F AR5 MMalcolm.

And this is Abe Lucas. You must remember Abe. X /& Abe Lucas. 18— 113 Abe.

He ran the drugstore £ 24 )5

and used to play drums with the jazz band on weekends. 285 7E & 1 SR AR 4T 55

Oh, sure I do. Hi, Abe. M8 F44RiC 1. B Abe.

Hello, Mr. Stewart. '3 Stewart J&4 .

Malcolm, please. "3 Malcolm I,

Hello, Malcolm. "4 Malcolm.

Sit down, sit down. Have some coffee. i5AL 15AL, P& Ak,

And I've got some delicious Danish pastry for you. FKAVRATHERS T —LE0] TP fib.
Where's your grandson Robbie and his friend Alexandra? R #)F Robbie FlAh A &
Alexandra Wg

Weren't they going to be here this morning? AT AN &4 R F_EEDRIX )L

I thought so, too. FLIXFEAH

I'm surprised they're not here. FAFEAMATE A BK .

Robbie left early this morning to meet Alexandra. Robbie H. 1R F H J:4% Alexandra.
Frankly, I thought they'd be here, but ... 33 LTS EIX L H......

It's OK. I'm sure they meant well, %A KR . FAAGALTTH LTI

but they probably had other things on their minds. {E At AT V738 A T Ath (1 S AR ELA

I understand you used to be in the construction business, Wr it /Ri 2: A FE7E itk

Malcolm. Malcolm,

I was, indeed. FIHfATHIIL .

I wonder if you would take a look at the old library FEANEIE /5 & 5 0] LA —F 1H K 51H
and make sure that it is in good condition fiff & IR K 4F

so that we don't have to worry about any structural problems. FAI 15l o] AAS F $H.CT Ao 45 ) I
) ) R

When can I do that? I'd be happy to. FATEERHERT LLES AR BAMOX I T A%

We've got permission to go inside the old building FA']1 3kt N Z 231D

during the week-- £/ W

Tuesday or Wednesday. 2 H] — 845 21—

That's fine with me. I can do it either day. X FAULIT ARG o PR M- RILABAT LA,
That would be very helpful. FRIZXFEAHS T2 7] HE

I think the building just needs a good cleaning. FARAS AR HF BIFaFHudTH— T,
And a good paint job. ¥ 75 E LK Rl o



Then we have to furnish it. SRZIRATTIEAFHE 152 .

I wish Robbie and Alexandra had come to this meeting. ¥ 7 2 Robbie fll Alexandra E.£: K%
nF2s.

They had some ideas about getting the place fixed up. Al TX} A GBS R IX AN T Lep A,
Perhaps they'll show up. In the meantime, HVFAA 12 F5 . X 5EFF R

let me give you some additional thoughts and ideas I have. 1E3&HE H L6451 ZR ARV

OK. #f.

Go ahead, Joanne. I Joanne.

As I said, mostly the building just needs a good cleaning. #4536 I T U IX MR S IR MY
T LT — R

This place can be developed FATTHT LA & IX AN 1 Ty

with one real intergenerational program. J—&H [FE3EN IG5 .

That's an idea I like. F&3ERIXAFE 1) TR

A community center —/MEX L

with the kinds of programs that fit everyone. i & AT NS FHIES)

And programs that don't leave anyone out. [fi] H 2 LEAHEBRATAT N 1753

It's asking a lot. JS 75 LT 2 T4k

But we can't do it without talking to the young people. 1HIRAIAGELE B FRAERE AR IR 1)1
k2

Finding out what they want. 55 & Al AL A1 X

If only Robbie and Alexandra were here. /& Robbie fil Alexandra 7EiX JL % 4f .

Don't be upset, Malcolm. Jl#4% T Malcolm.

We'll have a chance to talk to them later. FA'] LM HLE ERAAT 115

It's not like Robbie. XA {4 /& Robbie FI1EA .

If he says he's going to be here, he's here. Ul Bifth ZEEX )L AR5 — & &Ko

I wonder what the problem is. F&ANKIIE &A= T A1 ) @il

I wonder what the problem is.
What's the problem?

What's the problem?

I wonder!

I wonder what the problem is.
Robbie and Alexandra aren't here!
Why not?

Where are they?

I don't know.

I don't know where they are.

Why didn't they come?

I don't understand.

I don't understand why they didn't come.
We need a new community center.
But we can't do it without talking to
the young people.

Finding out what they want.



What do the young people want?

We'd like to know.

We'd like to know what the young people want
in the new community center.

What does Robbie think about it?

We'd like to hear.

We'd like to hear what Robbie thinks about it.
But where did he go?

We don't know.

We don't know where he went.

ACT I

Hi, everyone. Sorry I'm late. W {7 4f. HEIRER T .

But Alexandra and I {H Alexandra F13%;

have been busy at work this morning — . L #BEIT:

on the community-center project. A4k X FC [ Sl

And we brought someone along who can help. T HFA147 5k 7] LLA BhFRATTHI N

You remember Charles Maxwell, Grandpa? <ic.f5 Charles Maxwell ' 4555

He's the editor of the Riverdale paper. fii/& Riverdale #& 144 .

He wrote some nice articles on Mom fth'5 T —£& /- U 4 (1) 4 3L 7

when she was running for the school board. 7 #5345 7 %6 A 12 75 23 Jif UCHT .

Yes, I remember. You were a great help. &) Ficfs R TN K.

Hi, Mr. Stewart. W Stewart 5G/5

Hope to be a bigger help on the new community-center project. v 52 GEAEHT AL X H 0 IX 5
NI

From what Robbie and Alexandra have told me, M Robbie i1 Alexandra 15 Y31 HK
you people are making one big story. RAT1EZEHE—2F RSB .

Let me introduce you, Mr. Maxwell. iEFRGIRN2H—F Maxwell 564

This is Nat Baker, iX/& Nat Bake

who's responsible for this meeting, ftf/&iX N2 71 57

and this is Joanne Thompson--and Abe Lucas, iX/ & Joanne Thompson 4 Abe Lucas
who used to run the drugstore in town. fthid Z7EHH B2 E 2555 .

Robbie and Alexandra told me Robbie il Alexandra 5§73

what you need to fix up the old library. /541 1M& & 1H K518 B 75 Z 1 AR 04 .

I am planning to write an editorial that I think will help you. F&iH&l'S—fA1e TNV iZEE
HIRAT

Let's go. What are your questions? FABEAT I o B AR AL ] B 4L ] 5t

OK. Now, I have ... first ... a couple of questions here. U HI7E A ..56—...... JLANA) 8
Have you talked to the community council? FRATERAL X 2 51 &1k 0L T g

And have you had an engineer come in to do an inspection? FRATA] A A LR IT R AR A4S 2 iy
OK, what do you need most of all? %} 54 14 75 B2 1 S AT B

People power. A Jj.

Men and women, young and old, to give us their time. A& 5 L2240 WEABAT T DTHR B 1] .



To do what? fifft /& We

To help scrub the building interior clean. FT- AR N T HEIETE »

So that we can repaint it. ZF1EFATAT LLFHA Rl o

And you also need bodies to do repainting? 541 TH 75 2 TSR FHTR fil g

That's right. /&[]

And we'll also need some ladders Tfi H.FA ik 75 —LL85 1

and some brushes and some paint. il F17H%E

When do you need the volunteers, FRAI1EE B 75 2 S T

and where do they report? A1 230 ) LR 25

I've got the council to agree T EWiARIN S

to open the building for us on the next four weekends. 7EfE4Z VYA IR TR a4

How about furnishings? FK HEREA IR

Are there any special requirements that I should list in the paper?45 {1 S5 il (1) EE sk ZE R £EH
i

Yes. 72

Here is a copy of all the things we need to start with. 1X&FAT—FF U6 75 Z 1 HTH 4R 04 13 5.
Let's see. Four desks. ZKEH . MoK HE T

Eight straight-back chairs. Thirty folding chairs. J\iK H 1 #r. — 5K+,

Six table lamps. Three end tables. One piano. /N4 %I =241 o 2455,

This is a good start. X & —MFHIIFLG .

These items shouldn't be difficult to come by X %% < 4 WV 1% & A #7721 1)

once I print the article in the paper. 253K IX 58 SCE ) EFEHRLC L.

This community has always been very generous. XMt [X — [r] f& JE 5 DA A

I agree, Mr. Maxwell. A7 [A]/#& Maxwell 5/E .

What you're saying is, in order for this center to succeed, RNIA BT 1K) 3E A T 4O FERL T
we need to put together volunteers FA] 7 Z54E H I H

from the various generations of future users. MR ZE4) )R KAEH & o

That's right. /&[],

And without their energy and stamina, ¥ AT FIAA 7 Rl )

there's no way we can complete this project. FA1JGVE5E X TTHl .

I've got it. Now give me some information about FAE T . IAEEFIEK

how you see the building being used. 547 171Xl W] 44 FH IX R 2 57

Oh, here. On the ground floor we have the reception area ... W HiXA, £ ZATSH N

It's here, Robbie. #ffEiX Robbie.

Charles Maxwell lived up to his word. Charles Maxwell 53 T AB ) 5 .

"At the Stewart family home on Linden Street yesterday, “l K AfE Linden £ Stewart )5
a group of caring Riverdale citizens gathered —H#F#UIA 7 1) Riverdale Ji [ EEAE—iE
to plan the refurbishing of the old library 1%l 55 B 445 W I 1 1H

to transform it into a new community center. & #4548 il — BT 4L X H o

The original plan by the council <245 ) 3HX)

was tabled because of lack of funds. [ 2h#k = 28 2% 4% TG B T H g 2

The new plan needs you. XU vHKI T Z/R PR .

You could call it a community unity plan. &7 AFRE Ak X 45 0H &)



It needs your time, and it needs your energy. ‘& 7 2o VR R[] 55 BEARE 11 o

And it needs your contributions of furniture, ] HtH 75 ZA/RFEMR K H

paint, brushes, ladders, lamps, et cetera. JH¥E W1 BT (754,

A list of these items and a volunteer form X284 i 1135 BRI ST FRE R A%

can be picked up at the Riverdale Press offices. 7] L% Riverdale Press 7% 7/p FHAb 2 HY o

By working together, # i [\ TAE

this community can do anything to benefit its citizens, X4k X AT MATAA] 3% 4 f& R 1
and we know you will all work together FRATJAHAE 547 3 7] H

towards refurbishing the old library 2% 55513452 I 10 1H

and making it a new community center. {4 B —ANBTHIAL X HL

Charles Maxwell, Editor." ZW#%§ Charles Maxwell, ”

OK, what do you need most of all?

People power.

Men and women, young and old,

to give us their time.

Pitch in, help out, volunteer!

Give your time, join in, lend a hand!

Pitch in, take part, we need you here!

We can do it with your help, yes we can!
We'll solve our problems one by one.

If we all work together, we'll get the job done.
Pitch in, help out, volunteer!

Roll up your sleeves, take part,

we need you here!

What you're saying is,

in order for this center to succeed,

we need to put together volunteers

from various generations of future users.
PARTICIPATE! COOPERATE! COLLABORATE!
WE NEED YOUR HELP, LET'S GET TO WORK!
Pithc in, help out, volunteer!

Give your time, join in, lend a hand!

Pitch in, take part, we need you here!

We can do it with your help, yes we can!



