Chapter 20: Quality Time

ACTI1

Where's Mom? &4 1g

She went to a school-board meeting. I LS IS ES ST

I don't know how she does it. FANKIE b /5 BE Ip 21

She sure keeps busy. i ELIF &N ANEE

It's important to her. 1X%J oK /R F 2L,

There are lots of places to go, lots of things to do. 1R £ M 5 J: VR FtE A,
She can't sit around and do nothing. & AN GE A AL 3 TG it S i

Philip works late. Philip T/ ZI1R .

I guess you're right. FALRULIFXT o

I wish I had her energy. A B2 FA W AKE KRS 1)

Anybody home? A ANfEZK

We're in here, Dad. FRATTEHLAT 585,

Oh. Hi, gang. M, W RAI4S

Hello, Philip. How was your day?s Philip. 4~ K41

My day was just fine. IX—RKib4f .

So was my night. B A IEAE, .

It's almost ten o'clock. IAE &+ 5080 T o

Mmm. I'm starving. Um ... where's Mom?Md ML T IH...... 1545 We

She went to a school-board meeting. 25 NS HE 23

There's a note for you on the refrigerator VK A b B A IR I -4

Oh? Did you have dinner, Robbie? M ’ﬂﬂk ST Robbie ‘
Yeah. Mike and I had a hamburger at the dlner %F Mike 1%@[] A KGR T ARz T s
I came home a little while ago. FtH /2 NI NI 25K .

You've been working late &— H T.{FFI1R %

almost every night this week, Dad. JLT-XAN M)A MR A WL S

Aren't you exhausted? RANSHEIE 7 )L

I don't have time to be exhausted. FBA B 1] k5% 1L

You and Mom haven't had dinner together with us /R FI UL AT FNFRAT]— HC 2 W 1R
in almost a full week. ZEARZAH—8ANEM T .

Yeah, I feel bad &M, FRGEIFIRA %L

about us not having dinner with the family, X} AFA1ICIEE 425 N\ Lk 4

but our schedules are so different. {HIAIH TAER MISEAEZERZ T

Either I'm at the hospital doing paperwork, ANJ&FRAEEE B/ A

or Mom is at a committee meeting. HtA& 155 N/ N 21 o

I frankly don't know what to do about it. 3 F A FIE % 5B il v

I'm worried about you and Mom. AR L. FIL 44,

You really have been working too hard. /R4 THfISZ AT T .

Well, I think I've had enough of that sandwich.&fMi FRALIRK CLNZ08 7 =BG
You didn't finish it. VREHNZ5EE



It's not good to eat before going to bed. 7E_LIKATIZAKZ AT,

A cookie can't hurt, though. {H— /NI,

Well, I'm heading off for bed and a good night's sleep.Zf Wi 56 JeflEvs T BE— N3 o
Well, good night. 4fN Mz,

Good night, Son. "% JL¥

Good night, Dad. W% =,

I'm going to bed. FHEW T o

Good night, Philip. 1% Philip.

Haven't you finished balancing that checkbook? /Rid ¥ A% X 5¢ 3 5 Sk H
I found another mistake. ¥ S &K — MR .

I'll be off to bed myself in a minute. FFFiL— W E L RIEW T

OK. Good night. #f %,

I'm really concerned about them, Grandpa. &L A A J4HLy 4555,
Concerned about whom? A fEFH.L»

About Mom and Dad. & & FIE L.

They hardly ever see each other. fif/1JL 4% SEAALE Sk

Dad often works late, &&= & T/ERIIR %

and Mom has all these committees she's on. 4545 A TR 2 1) /N S BT
What do you propose to do about it? /g 13UEL BRI p

You have that look in your eye. YRERLKIZAH T F R

I don't know, but there must be a way FAGE (H %A —AIpik

of getting them to spend more time together. & LEAIATIA 5 2 I W] 41 4b
Quality time. =BG

I got home late

after working all day.

I was hoping to find you,

but you were away.

You left me some dinner,
something to eat,

but I won't be waiting up,
'cause ['ve got to get to sleep.
I'm going to get home late
after working all day.

I know you'll be home,

but I'll miss you anyway.

I hope you find my note

and have something to eat.

I really want to see you,

but you'll be asleep.

We never seem to have any fun
like we had before.

We're working too hard,

and I never get to see you anymore.



We have to make time for each other.
We owe it to ourselves and one another.
So why don't we do it?

What do you say?

Let's make some changes.

We could start today.

We need some quality time

... together.

... together.

What we need is quality time.
Oh, yeah!

We need to talk to each other,
laugh with each other.

Let's get together, you and me.
With quality time,

we'll enjoy each other's company.
You're working long hours,

and you're never at home.
Sometimes it seems

you're just a voice on the phone.
And when you call,

You say you'll be home late.
You're always missing dinner
'cause it just can't wait.

My job keeps me busy,

and I know you're busy, too.

I really want to spend

"more" time with you.

I'm getting up early,

and I'm coming home late.

If I want to see you,

I've got to make a special date.
We need some quality time

... together.

What we need is quality time.
Oh, yeah!

We need to talk to each other,
laugh with each other.

Let's get together ...

ACTII

Hello there, Robbie. What are you doing up this late?¥s Robbie. IXBEHf T FRib A& ELE AT 4
Reading. 115,



Reading? At this hour? 215 7EX AN i

Ah, come on, Robbie. " %7 T I" Robbie.

What are you doing up this late? X BE B /R AN HEAE T 8%

Things on my mind. AH—265if,

Do you care to talk about them? RALZRIK &A1

Sure, if you don't mind listening. 248X & 4R AN BT A3 o

Robbie, Robbie, remember me? I'm your mother.Robbie Robbie it 4k IE /R B

If you have something you want to talk about, {5 #1454 11 B= St Bk

I'm always prepared to listen. F & & HER T,

You haven't been around much lately. HIUT/RLEFKFIBEAZ .

So that's it. OK, let's talk. Ji K2 ix g, 4F ib3RATIRIK.

You and Dad are like ships that pass in the night. /RF1E T AG AR B ASES i s —AF
Dad works hard, and he works late. &% LAEIT: 1 HAT 21K w6

You work hard on all your committees, [Mlj/RSIELESFIZE 2T

and you work late. 1 T {F 2R W,

I thought you were proud of the work I do. F&i& LA A AR hy B I K 1 1A% 12 21 B 4

I am, Mom. Real proud. Fffi S 2 05, TS

You are one fantastic mom, but ... but I've been noticing J&— {7 4fBEoE.  {H. (HEHFET
how little quality time & &b iU Y6 KD T

you spend with Dad and me ... and the family. 14255 &M EFK AT

It's a real problem, Robbie. X fff5L & 1)@ Robbie,

I know it. I'm concerned FAN1E .  FRARFH Lo

There must be a way %A NMIME

that Dad and you can spend more time together. A& /R A1 & A 5 2 (I A £F— i

Well, we always talk about Ui [t 2 FATH LRI

taking a vacation together--with the family. Z-—JEME 2Kl

I think you ought to F&HEAHRATTM %

take a vacation away from the family--alone. 27T 2 A\ Ifij FARAE— SV ME

Kind of a second honeymoon. &ML — &% H 1R

It would be wonderful, A3 &1R 3 ub

but our schedules won't allow it. {HIATTI TAE I 1] A FLVFIXFE

I think T have an idea. 17—~ 1.

You do? E[

Yup. &M

I think I have an idea A A—NIME

that will bring Dad and you together in a more scheduled way. ff /R F1 S & HEHE € I 7E Lo
What is it? JEATEF 1

Well, you know how Dad is always talking about M 5118 5 25 B # 1&
the kids in the ward %P2 %117

and how important it is for them to be paid attention to? LA At Al 14a] 45 75 252 N\ IR
Yes. &M

Well ... and how hard itis 4f...... A3V IX A SR A

because the doctors and nurses are so busy? X A B A= R4 A AR E A

Yes. &M,

G



Well, how would it be if you took some time & HS/R AL LEHT ]

to work with Dad towards solving that problem? FI 5 t5— i R AR PLiX A fa) @1 76 B #

I don't get it. FRATEIRIIIE

Like setting up a regular weekly reading program. {115 27— I il — 0 1 5 S0 ) i vk &l
You and Dad. You and Dr. Philip Stewart--f1g5 &, Al Philip Stewart [ /E

going to the children's ward once or twice a week &Ef2 5t 2o /N JLREMH 5 — P IX

and reading to them. AT .

Not bad. Not a bad idea, Robbie. /45, #5411 3- & Robbie.

As a matter of fact, t fits right in with something I'm working on right now 5% I IX R ¥ 7E3E
ATHI RN TAEA B A

with the school-board committee. SIARH &1 <.

What's that? £ BEFE) TAE

I've been trying to work out a program F&— H.%%J; AR T1X

in the public school £/ .24 H

that will bring parents and teachers together once a week i1 ZAATT M ZUM A HA— Ik

to read to the students--their own children, really. JL[r] Ay 221 S 204 B S B0 1 B 12
By doing that, it will encourage reading. IXAFEMUEEE A 132,

So it might fit in with a program X/MERT1-RIAH 4 W) &

for reading to the kids in the hospital. A {ERE % 7 B

You're right. RULFFXS .

We'll do it! FATTHRBEATIE

I'm going to talk to Daddy about it right now. FKILLERE L IR E SR IRIXFFH

But Dad was so exhausted when he came home from work (H&& e T{E[HPRIN 24 REAE T
Why don't you talk to him about it tomorrow? il A~ B R PR A IR

You are a very smart young man, Robbie. {522 THHE I [1J4F4: N\ Robbie

I think I'll wait until tomorrow. FARFHAE K ik

You won't forget, will you? A4 51l

Believe me, I won't. Jit.ly AL

It is a great idea, X EAMRAF IR

and I promise you I won't forget. FIAIRERIE AL LT

Thanks, Mom. #fi4f W54,

Thank you, Robbie. /X Robbie.

I don't get it.

I don't understand.

I don't follow you.
No, no. Oh, no, no.
Run that by me again,
'cause I don't understand.
No, no. I don't get it.
I don't get it.

What do you mean?

I don't get the picture.
Huh? I don't get it.



Explain it all again,

'cause I don't understand.
No, no. I don't get it.

What are you trying to say?
What are you trying to say?
I don't get it.

Exactly what do you mean?
I don't follow you.

Could you explain that again?
I don't get it.

I don't understand.

I don't follow you.

No, no. Oh, no, no.

Run that by me again,
'cause I don't understand.
No, no. I don't get it.

Ah, I get it.

Oh, I see what you mean.
Yeah. I see what you're trying to say.
I get it.

Right! I see.

Oh, I know what you mean.
OK, I follow you now.

I understand.

I get it.

I get it.

ACT I

Good morning. %,

What a wonderful morning! % B LU R

Don't the flowers smell wonderful? & )JLEESREF & A2

Good morning, Ellen. -2 Ellen.

Yes, they do. [ 1€ JLUFH

That's why I'm reading my paper and having my coffee Xt &4 Ay AT B T A R 48 e Mk
on the patio this morning. Z4EFt ¥

Ah, it does smell sweet. M A 1A SZIR 7 .

How was your school-board meeting last night? FEMEARA TSR S ST E
You must've come home very late. — E 1R A [ 5K .

Did you find the sandwich I made for you? #R$EE|IF AR =G T

Thanks, dear. ¥ S92 11,

I was so tired KKK T

I didn't even finish it. ¥ AENZ5EE .

Philip, I've been working on this special project Philip F— B EMFFL— Tk 31 1%l

¥

F



with the school board, FIEEGILEE 2y it

and I'd like your opinion about it. 75 ZEA/R A= L.

What is it? SN BRI

I've been trying to find F—EHET-3K

a way to encourage reading. il L IME

Good luck! #AREfIZ

Well, I think I may have found a way to do it. M FRARFMWVF BT pik
Tell me about it. Wi45FNTIE

I work with families every day, Ellen. FRA&FR M) TAEH S A —LE5KFE Ellen
I see how people spend their leisure time-- A I A TEFEF] H R G
young and old. ANEJEFRRN) ILEFEM

Mostly watching television. K7 & F HLAR o

Well, that would be OK A B¢ A7 1B 56 &

if, and I repeat, N2 FKELE —iH

if people took the time to read. L EEAATH AL I 1] 22 [ 132

I couldn't agree with you more. TR [A & AR A

The question is, [4]# )&

how do we get them to read more? FA1EAEA REAEANAT] 2 7] 132

I think AR

you're going to give me the answer to that question. & B 25 FRIXA™ ] @ 1) 2 &
You have that look in your eye /R IR G Ts RO A T &%

I do have an answer, Philip. FHfisEH — 2% Phillip.

Or at least I think I do. /DM EA TEHZX,

Well, tell me about it. HEBEE 5 FFHME.

The plan is a simple one. T IJ1R ffj 5,

Involve the entire family in a reading project. 1E¥EANSKFEHS S 5 [ 311X

In the home? 7EZKH

Yes, in the home. 2/ 7f£EX

But first in the school-rooms. {HECAEHE

Hmm, interesting. M & 4.

But how do you plan to do that? {H i & B e

By arranging with the public schools B 5% AL 24T 4h

to schedule one hour a week--to start with. ZZHE— 2/ i

During that time 75—/}

parents are invited to attend-- ZK KAMERIE K S

and to read along with the children--their children. F1#Z% A1 ABAII£Z AT — 2 152
It can go beyond the school system, Ellen. X nJ LAl 22240 LAAL Ellen
Really? ELff)

I guarantee you it would go very well in the hospitals. & ORUEZE DS BEiXFhvh kI SHEAT SR 4T
My patients--mostly kids-- F&F N KZEEEZ T

would love to read and be read to. 2 E XK1 FUOMN N SE4 At AT Iy

You think so? fRALS RIXFE

I know so. FMfi & FE ST IXFF o

Maybe we can experiment with your patients tHFFATTA] LLEE /R A HHR R



and see how the plan works. & & XX 5 45 4 fef

I love the idea. FEMKIX T E .

Would you work with me on it? Ji I — i kA

I would love to, Philip. 44X &= Philip.

And that way, 1] HASKE 05

we'll spend more time together, Ellen. FAT14H 8 2 FIH] A /E—iZ Ellen
We just don't see each other anymore. FAT 1% L ZE A2 WA R 1H T
You and I are very busy these days. X% R RFATMABIRIT:

This is true. X & F5L,

We need to find time to be together more, FRAT IS 75 22 2 FR IS (M AHSE —F
to do things together more--you and I. 0755 27— T4F

This would be a wonderful way to accomplish that. JX {3 2&1A 2IX AN H #1484 Ik
I have a question. F&A N[l

Yes? /&N

What do we read? FRATJi5z4e4 BEE

To the patients in the ward? 12459 b5 1955 A\

Yes. &M

Well, 4f

let you and I talk about it. FATTFKITIE— T

What would you like to read to them? FRAE ISz EEA R4 AATIWT
Mrs. Stewart and 1 Stewart K A1,

will read a poem by Robert Frost. ZZ[132 Robert Frost £ [1)— 5 i+
It's called ‘&1l H &

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening." &ML/ NIE
Would you begin, Ellen? i5#R 4 Ellen

All right. 4§,

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" 25 #& #kil1 /N

by Robert Frost. Robert Frost 1} .

Whose woods these are I think I know. X & EFJAR T FAHIR SniE
His house is in the village though; B ARABI R T IEfEM T

He will not see me stopping here A AN 2| F 4 AL Sb b

To watch his woods fill up with snow. A 73 &5 46 AR T o
My little horse must think it queer & [1J/N 15— & BB A7 B¢

To stop without a farmhouse near A fa[ {5576 A AR &5 I HL T
Between the woods and frozen lake /e AR T FIUKIE 2 [11]

The darkest evening of the year. 7EiX—4 1 48 22 R 1 ik

He gives his harness bells a shake #Zz)Za40_F 11424

To ask if there is some mistake. A 0] ) & B HH T o

The only other sound's the sweep X35 id FI4NE 2y &

Of easy wind and downy flake. £ XA f141 3 %) Ko

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, #KT-2E N ¥ MR E

But I have promises to keep, 1H & A £ % kb

And miles to go before I sleep, 7EFHL4E BT IE 1T VT 22 LM%

And miles to go before I sleep. £ L= Hid 53 £ VT 2 ML i



You two belong on stage! That was wonderful! /R4 1 ] BTV 51 Kk T
Grandpa! 547

Dad ... Robbie. When did you come? ... Robbie. R4 BRI % Sk

We've been listening to you both. FA1— EAEWT/RATTEH I

These are lucky kids. X /& #2211

Do you enjoy reading together? {54 1= XAE— B 11

Well, we may read together aloud at home. W FRATTEGVF AT AFESK — e K5 B
You were right, Robbie. fRfi%} T Robbie.

I know. FRANIH.

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.
My little horse must think it queer

To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake

To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound's the sweep

Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.
My little horse must think it queer

To stop without a farmhouse near.
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake

To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound's the sweep

Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.



